
Hello Gentlemen,

       We want to give you a quick update on 
our Chi Alpha professional development 
conference--INCITE ’11, held in June.  Chi 
Alpha missionaries from every district in 
the Northeast joined for continued 
education, prayer and inspiration last 
month on the Valley Forge campus.  Here’s 
a brief snapshot with some words from the 
missionaries in our districts.

Our Topics
• Evangelism - seeing God’s heart for the 

lost grow in your students
• Discipleship
• Structuring a Ministry by Core 

Convictions
• Creating a Healthy Culture within your 

ministry
• Student Missions
• Strategic Planning for a School Year
• Pentecost on Campus

Planting New Chi Alpha Groups 
We commissioned Gil & Lindsay Banton 
& Rob & Sarah Malcolm to UConn & 
Yale, respectively.  NEXA gave each 
couple nearly $300 as an offering to help 
with some moving expenses.

Spouses & Chi Alpha Kids We 
secured a day care option for our kids 
through a local AG church, which gave 
spouses the option to attend.  Several wives 
who would not have been able to attend the 
training jumped on the chance to 
participate.  Special thanks to Grace AG--
the church near VFCC that cared for our 
children.  The kids had an amazing time 
and parents rested in their excellent care.

Valley Forge This was our first 
experience at VFCC to hold our missionary 
conference.  We loved being able to invest 
financially into one of our AG schools.  
The conference services director was new 
on the job--I believe we were her first 
conference.  She did a great job and we are 
looking at using VFCC again for Incite 
’12.

Our National Director Dennis 
Gaylor joined us in the classes for the week 
and took time to cast vision for our long 
term effectiveness in our larger movement.  
We love that our director takes the time to 
make personal connections with us.

Thank you for your strong support.  
Our desire in Chi Alpha is to remain 

spiritually, intellectually and relationally 
sharp as we serve the students that Jesus 
loves.  Thanks for all you do to help us 
Reach Students, Train Leaders & Influence 
Nations!

From the Missionaries:

 We can never underestimate the power 
and encouragement of relationships within 
our XA family; it really makes a difference 
to see and hear others grinding  away at the 
same cause.  And there are no shortcuts to 
creating the right culture that honors Jesus, 

but when it happens, life is unstoppable.
Matt Herman, Cornell University
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Our Northeast XA 
Team, with a look 
at our lighter side.  

Praying for our new 
XA planters.

Incite: worship, wisdom 
& fellowship--refreshing, 
renewing & revitalizing.

  
John Michaelson

Brown University



More from our Missionaries

What a wonderful boost to connect with so 
many other Chi Alpha missionaries within 

the region.  Northeast Chi Alpha is 
becoming a contender to be reckoned with! 

Rachel Spradley-Gavin, University of 
Vermont

Incite renewed our vision for discipleship 
and the importance of training students to 
reach students.  Opportunities like Incite 

are invaluable to our success as Chi Alpha 
missionaries. 

Sarah Malcolm, Yale University & 
National Training Team

Incite was a great opportunity to 
network with others doing international 

student ministry, and learn from their 
successes. I had the chance to talk to new 

Chi Alpha staff about how we are using the 
Alpha course at Yale to reach graduate 

students and scholars, with a strong number 
trusting Christ each semester.   

 Dr. Andrew Cunningham, Yale University

Two quotes spoken at Incite are still 
churning in my heart: 1) Busyness is an 

illness of spirit, and 2) when I take the "I" 
out of an issue, the answer becomes much 
clearer than before.  I also walked away 
with a feeling of support and strength 

found within the network of my colleagues. 
Moving to CT doesn't seem so far when I 
am surrounded by others doing the same 

things in another place. Camaraderie. 
Lindsay Banton, UConn

I liked how Eli  encourages students to 
do personal discipleship: "Find a new 

student and be the best big brother/sister 
they've ever had.  Stick to them like glue."   
I want to encourage our American students 
to be the best big brother or sister that an 

international student never had!
Karen Keyser, Georgetown University

Incite was a great time just to be in 
fellowship with my church family. It was 
refreshing in many ways.  But at the same 

time I left almost overwhelmed. Incite 
every year is like drinking deep from a dam 

that has just been released, you have to 
come up for air.  The next couple weeks I 
will be reviewing notes and breathing in 
the air as I think and pray about what I 

learned. 
Gill Banton, UConn

When Mike Olejarz said, "There are some 
problems you can solve.  And then there 

are tensions you just have to learn to 
manage."  Simple, yet very insightful.  

Matt Sprenger, Fairmont State University

Missionary work is often difficult and 
lonely. Incite offered us unique ministry 

opportunities to encourage and strengthen 
each other. It was a common experience to 
find two or three missionaries huddled in a 
corner praying for each other. I know of at 
least a couple missionaries  who came into 
Incite wondering if they had the strength to 

continue. They left the week refreshed, 

with new hope and tools, and with their call 
renewed.  

Gene Breitenbach, Boston University

We have been praying for new direction 
for our Chi Alpha ministry. Over and over 

again at Incite God confirmed that the 
direction we had been sensing is the way 

we need to go!  Christine and I loved 
Incite--we were so blessed to be a part of it. 
Both from what we learned from Eli and by 

getting to know some of the other Chi 
Alpha pastors, it was a big blessing.

 
Carl Nalbandian, Rowan University

"What God has done in you He wants to 
do through you." I'm going to steal this 

thought and tell it to every student I can. I 
know it's simple but I think it will help 

students feel connected and part of God's 
mission and work on campus.  

Brooke Ternes, Georgetown University

Incite was a great place to connect and 
dream with other campus pastors across the 

region. The teaching was very applicable 
and the perfect balance of strategy and 

vision.We came back with fresh ideas and a 
renewed passion.  

Nichole Schreiber, Erie County Campuses

I was surprised by how much I learned 
at Incite--it will take me until next year to 
process all of it. I've been in Chi Alpha for 

8 years but during Incite I became a student 
again.

  

Jon Rice, Georgetown University

I had the privilege of learning from some 
of the best ministry leaders in the country 
and they shared fundamental, unchanging, 

principles of successful Christian ministry - 
a continual missional mindset, intentional, 
thoughtful discipleship, and exceptional 
strategic planning - biblically based and 

eternally relevant! 
Rob Malcolm, Yale University

 It was so encouraging to meet the people 
God is using on campuses.  I feel a part of 

the bigger picture, which has opened me up 
to seek God for vision.  I received a word 
from the Lord that was--and is--still very 

encouraging to me!

Peggy Belanger, UMass

Incite reminded me of and reinforced core 
ministry values--student ownership, 

intentionality in relationships, modeling of 
purposeful spiritual friendships, and teaching 
students to think Christianly in the university 
context.  I was inspired to continue creating a 

culture and casting vision for sacrificial 
commitment and excellence in our ministry.

Joe Gavin, University of Vermont

One thing I took away from INCITE was the 
idea that it will be really helpful for us to be 

able to equip our students to be able to go out 
on campus each fall and build their small 

group out of students that they meet--this will 
both help our students to learn to lead and be 

leaders as well as help us to know how to more 
effectively prepare them for life after college.  

Jessica Stoher, University of Vermont

Pete's session on strategic planning and his 
saying that students should not set the values 

or vision was so helpful to me.
Steph Grant, James Madison University


