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Last Fall marked the start of  our 30th year of  service with Chi Alpha Campus Ministries.

This issue will include a look back with comments from students and friends and covers our time in Boston, MA (1996-
2011), where I served as the Director for Chi Alpha in Boston and in Southern New England. I asked several women to 

comment on Barbara’s influence in their lives.

I have known Barbara, a.k.a. Mrs. Olejarz, since my sister Sani and I came from Hong Kong in the 
mid 1990’s to go to school in Boston. Mrs. O has been such an incredible blessing to both of us over 
the years. She is a loving wife, devoted mother, an outstanding mentor, wonderful friend and surrogate 
mother to Sani and me. She loves the Lord with all her heart and seeks to do His will. Even in suffer-
ing and hard times, Mrs. O trusts that God has good things in store for her and others, and speaks of 
her faith confidently. Kind, gentle and very wise, Mrs. O has a servant’s heart and passionately cares 
about others. She is always there to offer an encouraging word and listen to what is on my heart. I 
always feel so much better after talking with her. Barbara has prayed for me, showered me with love 
and encouraged me that God is in control while I was a student at Boston College and since I started 
working. I hope to be able to bless others in the same way she has blessed me.  I am so thankful that 
God allowed for our paths to cross and I am indebted to her for all she has done for me. Huzie Yeh, 
serves as public school teacher in Boston, where she lives with her 
husband James.
	
  

When I think about Barbara, two things come to mind - strength and 
integrity.  I got to know Barbara well while I was going through a very rough patch in graduate school at 
M.I.T.  She was always willing to listen to me and offer me help however she could.  Through all of my 
interactions with her during that time, she was so even tempered, calm, strong--- regardless of the circum-
stances around her.  It was a quality that I hope to achieve in my own life (still working on that :).  

Barbara has always been honest and straight forward - she is who you see.  I never felt like I was putting 
her out when she did things for me because I could tell she really wanted to help.  Probably if other people 
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 Thank you for your prayer and financial gifts – 
both are crucial to our ministry among staff and 
the students they serve. Their potential is our 
mission, and your partnership enables us to serve, 
care for, and minister to them, like Paul to Timothy.

Family Corner:  Hopefully you saw my note 
on Facebook about our 30th wedding 
anniversary. Barbara and I are going for 31!
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	 payable to The Assemblies 
	 of God, and mailed to them at 
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	 Springfield, MO 65802. Be sure 
	 to put our account # 2321016 on 
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	 http://usmissions.ag.org

	 	

	 You can connect with 
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had offered the same help, my stubbornness may not have received it from them...but somehow when it came from her, it was easy to 
receive.  I always felt comfortable being myself around her because I knew she would not judge me.  Barbara, in her natural and easy way, 
offered to me a role model that I still look up to today.  I didn't know at the time that I would be following in her footsteps a little - wife of a 
Chi Alpha missionary and a working mother of two kids.  I now have an even deeper appreciation for who she is and what she has accom-
plished through out the years as I experience first hand some of the challenges that she has already so gracefully overcome in her quiet, 
strong manner. Lynne Michaelson, Ph.D, works as an engineer, and serves with her husband John in co-leading Chi Alpha at Brown 
University in Providence, RI.

A friend like Barbara doesn't come along every day...in fact, they may only come once in a lifetime. I am a 
better person, a better Christian, a better wife, and a better mother because of her friendship. Her influence is 
like a steady breeze coming across the lake at dusk on a warm summer night: inspiring, uplifting, and encour-
aging. 

The Apostle Paul admonishes us to be followers of Christ who give off the aroma of life. Barbara is that sweet 
fragrance, drawing all of us to Christ, aka, the Rose of Sharon. After spending time with Barbara, I feel 'rear-
ranged', challenged, encouraged, and best of all, loved. Barbara knows how to ask the right questions, and 
then, she truly listens; with her ears and her heart. I value her opinions and the perspectives which she shares 
honestly with me. She has a way of drawing me out, probing past the surface, trite, cliché chatter, down deep, 
where it counts. 

Being known on that soul-level is extremely liberating. Barbara cultivates that kind of growth in me. Daily. We 
were fortunate enough to work together for over 12 years, as well as attend church together. We shared our 
love for God, our families, eating, reading, and running. I can count on Barbara for anything. She exemplifies 
a heart of giving and genuine hospitality in the lives of so many people. God has blessed me in countless ways 

by giving me the gift of friendship with her. I thank God for her. Even though she has moved from Boston to Charlottesville she is always 
close, because ours is a “forever- friendship.” Leslie Phillips, lives in Malden, MA, with her husband Bob.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

National Training Team Update: I am honored to work with a great team of 
folks. Here are a few of our wins lately.

RUI - Close to 90 men and women went through Reach the University (RUI), the first step in 
New Staff Training back in June. It was our largest class ever. The next step is a 10 Month Campus 
Missionary in Training experience at one of our 25 training basecamps around the country. This 
second phase involves Biblical education, character development, and skills acquisition, along with 
regular assessment of the person’s capacity to proceed into campus ministry. Sarah Malcolm and 
Jayne Zickafoose (front row), and Harv Herman (back row, 4th on the right) lead the RUI effort.

CMIT Directors - Harv and a team of Campus Missionary in Training veterans are improving the ongoing training of those responsi-
ble for equipping men and women in the “pipeline” of new staff development.

Coaching - We launched our newest pilot project in May, designed to help the participants develop professional coaching skills. 40 Chi 
Alpha staff are enrolled in a twelve month process that involves several two-day seminars, monthly webinars, reading and reports, and real 
time coaching practice. Harv Herman leads this effort.

New Director Training - Paul Austin (back row, 3rd from the left), created this vital training process for associate staff interested to 
be assessed and prepared to pioneer and lead a Chi Alpha chapter.

Menternship.com - Gabe Moya (back row, 2nd from left) oversees this on-line learning venue for volunteers serving with Chi Alpha 
chapters in the U.S. and overseas.

INCITE - I helped co-lead Northeast INCITE, our annual 4 day professional development event for Chi Alpha staff in the Northeast in 
June. I traveled to Minnesota in May to discuss launching an INCITE in the Great Plains in 2013. I spoke on leadership to Chi Alpha staff 
in the Southeast in July at the University of Georgia. We hope to bring INCITE to the Southeast (and other regions) in the future.


