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Barbara and I relocated to Charlottesville, VA five months ago for my new mission assignment with the National Chi Alpha Training 
Team. I’m glad to report progress I’ve made with several national training projects.

I sent a personal note of encouragement and a copy of The Maxwell Daily Reader (365 Daily Insights about Leadership) by Dr. John 
Maxwell to 75 of Chi Alpha’s top influencers. Dr. Maxwell has been one of my mentors for close to twenty years. Rev. Bruno Glodkowski 

(former Ohio Assemblies of God District Leader) introduced me to Maxwell’s writing and leadership tapes 
back in 1991. I am forever indebted to Bruno who invested in me and modeled how to grow and impact the 
next generation of leaders.

I have facilitated about 75 Chi Alpha missionaries across the country getting organized in small groups 
(or cohorts) to go through twelve months of on-line training offered by Dr. Tim Elmore, President of Grow-
ing Leaders, and author of Habitudes and www.leadership2go.com. I am overseeing this pilot project as we 
work to become an intentional learning community in the digital world. Each month our cohort members 
will watch the lesson Dr. Elmore posts on his web site, and then use Skype as a video conference tool to 
discuss the lesson and its application among their cohort members.

In addition, I arranged two webinars with Dr. Elmore in 
April and October to have a conversation about being an 
apprenticing community as we seek to develop a better func-
tioning peer-to-peer support network and leadership pipeline.

Pray for our National Training initiatives: 1) Improving training for new staff; 2) Continuing to offer a training opportunity for the grow-
ing number of young people willing to give a year of service as Campus Missionary Associates (after graduation) - www.menternship.com; 
3) Launching a coaching network pilot project this May for Chi Alpha leaders; and 4) Creating and designing a resource development plan 
for the training/tools web site we need; 5) We need partners to help fund $50,000 of our initiatives.

Thanks for praying for our efforts to create a better leadership & training culture.
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 Thank you for your prayer and financial gifts – 
both are crucial to our ministry among staff and 
the students they serve. Their potential is our 
mission, and your partnership enables us to serve, 
care for, and minister to them, like Paul to Timothy.

Family Corner:  I will have an arthroscopic 
procedure on my right knee March 8. 

	 All gifts for us should be made 
	 payable to The Assemblies 
	 of God, and mailed to them at 
	 1445 Boonville Avenue, 
	 Springfield, MO 65802. Be sure 
	 to put our account # 2321016 on 
	 the check. On line giving
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	 http://usmissions.ag.org

	 	

	 You can connect with 
	 me on Facebook.

	 You can follow me on 
Twitter @mikeolejarz
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Book I recommend:

TITLE AUTHOR PUBLISHER

YOU LOST ME: Why Young Christians Are Leaving the Church...and 
Rethinking Faith

David Kinnaman Baker Books

Would You Consider a Special Gift for the Project below by April 30? Gifts for INCITE should be made 
payable to Chi Alpha (with the Project name INCITE in the memo), and mailed to me at my Charlottesville address. INCITE 
is our top annual event for the equipping of our missionary personnel in the Northeast. I am looking for a few more sponsors 
to make an annual gift for the next two years to help invest in the development of our Chi Alpha Staff. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION NEED

Northeast INCITE,  
June 2012, $4000.00

Annual Staff  Training Event for Chi Alpha Staff  in the 
Northeast United States

40 partners at $100/yr; or 8 partners 
at $500/yr; or 4 partners at $1000/yr;

Thanks for dreaming with us to reach more students, TRAIN MORE LEADERS, and impact more nations.

P.S. I have been asked by Mike Amiot, Area Director for Chi Alpha in the Great Plains (North & South Dakota, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin-Northern Michigan, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas & Missouri) to meet May 14-16, 2012, 

to discuss launching an INCITE event for their regional personnel in 2013. 

Kris Horton and our son Josh, when he was about three. He certainly enjoyed 
playing with Kris.

My name is Kris Horton.  I became involved in the Chi Alpha ministry at Ohio 
University in the fall of 1989.  I met with Mike Olejarz at a S.A.L.T. conference 
the previous year when he presented an opportunity for an internship designed 
to prepare those who desired to become a campus minister.  The Lord spoke to 
me clearly, so I headed to Athens where Mike helped to develop my ministry 
skills, everything from teaching, mentoring, leading Bible studies, dormitory 
presentations, prayer meetings and outreach.  The ministry was thriving and 
provided a perfect opportunity for me to learn under Mike’s leadership.  

One of my vivid memories from that year is when Mike held a presentation titled, 
Hell’s Bell’s: The Dangers of Rock ‘N’ Roll.  We prayed diligently prior to that 

evening and asked the Lord to help us connect with students about Him.  I was a 
bit nervous but also curious as to how the students would respond, and the hall was packed with hundreds of students.  There were some 
hecklers, but after the presentation at least 20-30 students stayed after and talked with us about the message.  Some of the students even 
prayed with us and I believe several gave their lives to the Lord that night.  I walked away amazed at what God had done.  Throughout the 
year many students’ lives were impacted along with mine, especially because of Mike’s investment in me.   

Towards the end of the internship, Mike announced he was going to move into a national leadership role, heading up Chi Alpha for the 
Eastern half of the country.   It opened up the opportunity for me to become the director of the Chi Alpha ministry at Ohio University, which 
I led for four years. I congratulate Mike and Barbara on 30 years of ministry.  Only the Lord knows how many lives they have impacted for 
Him but I have no doubt it’s a multitude.  They are the real deal and I look forward to what God will do anew through their lives in the 
years ahead.   

Kris left Ohio University in the mid-90’s to pursue his training as an engineer. He, his wife Lisa, and their children live in Zeeland, MI.


