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Last Fall marked the start of our 30th year of service with 
Chi Alpha Campus Ministries.
Each issue of the O Files (for the 30th year) will include a look back and comments from students, colleagues, 
and friends. This insert covers our time in Columbus, Ohio (1990-1995), where I served as the Eastern U.S. 
Director for Chi Alpha. My role involved visiting and encouraging Chi Alpha staff from Chicago to Boston to 
Miami, helping start Chi Alpha chapters, and writing and developing leadership resources. I was privileged to 
have an office at the Assemblies of God District office, courtesy of Superintendent Robert D. Crabtree (right).  
All of the officers and staff of that office treated me well, except when I snuck in a Michigan toilet seat to the 
executive bathroom during the week of the Michigan-Ohio State football game and hung GO BLUE signs 
throughout the building. Needless to say, those were tension packed weeks, with lots of ribbing!

Gregg D. Glutting
Chi Alpha Campus Ministries
National Field Resource
Support Coaching Specialist

Mike Olejarz has been an 
outstanding friend and co-worker 
for 28 years, and a huge blessing in my
life.  He trained me to be a regional 
representative for national Chi Alpha, 
and groomed me for his position when 
he left the Great Lakes.  During his time
as Eastern U.S. Rep (and beyond), Mike 
invested in my life in a couple of key 
ways that no other leaders have done 
before or since then.  Mike has faithfully touched base with me as a 
friend and a leader a few times each and every year.  Over the years he 
has sent me ministry or leadership resources as well as expressing 
appreciation and affirmation of who I am as an individual, and for all 
of my efforts as a missionary.  These are two great avenues of mission 
that is a lost art in ministry today, within Christian leadership.  I whole 
heartedly esteem and applaud Mike for this kind of ministry in my life 
- it has been encouraging and life-building.  Thanks Mike!
 

Dr. Bill Hackett
Vice President for Academic Affairs

Southeastern University, Lakeland, Florida

	
 	
 	
 	
 I believe I first met Mike Olejarz when 
	
 	
 	
 	
 he came and spoke in my classes at 
	
 	
 	
 	
 Southeastern University back in the 
	
 	
 	
 	
 early 90’s.  Mike was the Eastern U.S. 
	
 	
 	
 	
 Director of Chi Alpha at that time, 

and came to campus recruiting and presenting mission opportunities 
with Chi Alpha to our students. I became immediately aware that there 
was a freshness and challenge to Mike’s talks.  He got right to the 
point and challenged all of us, both students and faculty alike, to 
rethink our passive Christianity and to be more on the cutting edge.  
He did not mince thoughts or message.  You sensed you were hearing a 
prophet saying that God’s people needed to be more aggressive in 
sharing and living their faith.  Hence, I always looked forward to a 
return visit from Mike and became a financial supporter to his 
ministry.  I knew supporting him was supporting the going forth of 
God’s Kingdom.

H. Robert Rhoden,  Non-Resident Executive Presbyter for the 
Northeast Region

I wanted to be among those expressing appreciation to Mike Olejarz  
for his 30 years of faithful dedicated service as a Chi Alpha missionary 
and particularly for his leadership as Eastern U.S. Director from 1990 
to 1995.  In my early days as Superintendent of the Potomac District, 
Mike came  to talk with me about Chi Alpha in the Northeast Region.   
He spoke with passion about a vision for the students on the campuses 
of the Northeast.  Someone has said that leadership is not just what we 
do, but what we set in motion.  

Mike brought the Eastern U.S. SALT 
to Washington, DC in 1994 which 
helped to set in motion what Chi Alpha
 is today in the Potomac District and
the Northeast Region.   

Thanks Mike for being a “set in motion” 
kind of leader.   

You are loved and appreciated! 

Olejarz Celebrate 30 Years



	
 	
 	
 Tom Benigas, Assemblies of God 
	
 	
 	
 World Missions

	
 	
 	
 I first met Mike Olejarz when he 
	
 	
 	
 became a regional representative for 
	
 	
 	
 Chi Alpha in the late ‘80s.  I still 
	
 	
 	
 remember our very first meeting.  He 
	
 	
 	
 had his first Bible that had long since 
	
 	
 	
 lost its cover, but had been able to 
	
 	
 	
 repair it with duct tape.  I believe he 
	
 	
 	
 still uses that Bible.  

The regional representatives met every October and shared the 
same dreams for ministry to university students and internationals 
across the country.  

My role was a little different than the other regional reps because 
I was the Assemblies of God District Youth Director of Florida, 
had Chi Alpha in my area of work, but was not a campus minister.  
Mike was not only focused on students, but also wanted to create 
better avenues of financial support for Chi Alpha leaders across 
the country. He wrote our first support raising materials, which 
has had huge impact inside and outside of Chi Alpha.

Only a few years before National Chi Alpha Director Dennis 
Gaylor had proposed the idea and had received permission from 
the Assemblies of God for Chi Alpha leaders to be considered as 
credible missionaries.  This had opened a whole new horizon for 
the ministry and has proven to be a very wise decision.  But in 
those days the idea was really new and not always well received.
 
Mike then became the Eastern U.S. Representative and was free 
to travel the East Coast promoting and supporting Chi Alpha.  
That is when we really got close. My area included all the 
Southeast Districts (North and South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 
and Florida) and had the fewest Chi Alpha ministries and staff of 
any region in the country.  We invited Mike to the region to 
contact leaders and promote Chi Alpha.  We traveled hundreds of 
miles together to meet Assemblies of God district and local 
leaders to plant ideas for campus ministry.
 
One trip took us to West Florida to meet with then Superintendent 
Robert Gatlin.  There were no Chi Alpha ministries in that district 
at the time.  In this meeting Mike told his story of coming to 
Christ on the campus and how God had used him since to reach 
other collegians.  

Brother Gatlin told us of his desire to have a ministry in 
Tallahassee (home to Florida State), but that there had been some 
issues before.  A youth pastor named Mario Solari had contacted 
me before with a desire to be involved in Chi Alpha.  I had hoped 
he could work in our district (Pen-Florida), but in that meeting we 
told Brother Gatlin we had a leader he should meet.  He agreed to 

do so.  They met later and Mario was invited to pioneer Chi 
Alpha at Florida State University, now a very effective ministry.

Mike and I started gathering the Chi Alpha staff we had for a 
chance to meet, pray, train, and encourage one another. We 
invested in staff like Al and Heather Baker (University of 
Alabama), Steve and Charlene Michaels (University of Florida), 
and many others. I remember us visiting Belkis Garcia (now 
Lehmann), when she was a student leader at Florida International 
U. in Miami. Mike and I prayer-walked tons of campuses in the 
Carolinas and Georgia, asking God to send workers, and He did.

In early 1992, Mike planted the idea for all the Eastern regions to 
come together for a leadership conference in 1994.  The regional 
leaders, Gregg Glutting (Great Lakes), Mike Durning (Northeast), 
and myself (Southeast), got together with Mike and we decided to 
combine our annual regional student conferences (called SALT 
and held after Christmas).  

We began to pray together and dream, believing that God could 
do something great when we met.  And He did.  We met in 
Washington, D.C. in December 1994, and close to 1,000 staff and 
students attended (the largest Chi Alpha event to that point). 

We were able to get some great speakers including Dick Foth, Dr. 
Peter Kuzmic, Steve Fry, Wayne Shabaz, and the Chaplain of the 
U.S. Senate – Dr. Richard Halverson.  We brought in marketplace 
leaders to talk to students about representing Christ at work. We 
even got permission to do a prayer walk around the White House, 
Supreme Court, and the U.S. Capitol. We raised a huge offering 
to launch Chi Alpha in the Potomac District. It turned out much 
better than we had dreamed.  I still meet people that remember 
how God touched them at DC’94 and because of it there are many 
universities with a Chi Alpha ministry today.
 
Mike was able to inspire the hearts of young leaders in the 
Southeast and they, as a result, planted many new ministries.  He 
was able to help District leaders see how they could develop their 
own dreams to reach students.  He helped solve administrative 
issues and helped leaders learn better ways to raise their budgets.  
There are now thousands in the kingdom because of his influence.
 
Later, Mike went to Boston to pioneer Chi Alpha on many 
universities and helped Chi Alpha in New England grow.  Mario 
Solari followed me as the Southeast regional director and still 
serves in that role, in addition to his work at Florida State.  

I believe that together we can say, THANK YOU MIKE.  Thank 
you for your inspiration to reach students and invest in our staff. 
It has been a Joy!  It was a joy to drive hundreds of miles 
together, eat lot’s of fried fish, meet district as well as student 
leaders, sit together at many, many meetings, and plant the dream 
to reach students through Chi Alpha.
 


