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zOlejarz Transition to Virginiaz

Barbara and I relocated to Charlottesville, VA, in mid September for my new mission assignment with the National Chi Alpha Training 
Team. As you would expect, we have been involved with setting up our new house, looking for a church, getting to know our neighbors, 
and dealing with loneliness - we miss our Boston friends. It is not easy to make friends in a new place after we lived in Boston the past 15 
years. We have met many of the people living next door to us as well as across the street, and they appear to be kind folks. We will be hav-
ing an open house soon and inviting them to come into our home. Pray for our friend-making and transition efforts.

After a year and six months of raising my budget, I have been approved to start my new 
work, even though I have $100 to go in monthly pledges. For all of you who are part-
nering with Barbara and me with your prayer and financial support - thanks. If you are 
ready and able to make a monthly commitment to help get me to the finish line, please 
contact me as soon as possible.
 

It’s been fun getting to know Harvey Herman (National Director of Chi Alpha Training), and Gabe Moya in the Training Office here and 
better understand what they have been working on. The three of us have clarified our roles and determined how my responsibilities on the 
team will strengthen our strategic plan. A few of our initiatives include: 1) Improving training for new staff; 2) Continuing to offer a train-
ing opportunity for the growing number of young people giving a year of service as Campus Missionary Associates (after they graduate) - 
see www.menternship.com; 3) Launching a pilot project in 2012, designed to create a functional leadership pipeline for organizational 
leaders using www.leadership2go.com; 4) Launching a pilot project for a coaching network for Chi Alpha leaders; and 5) Figuring out a 
resource development plan, along with a training/tools web site. Pray for our efforts to create a better leadership & training culture.

Our annual Training Team Retreat took place a few weeks ago and we focused on the wins of the past year, and renewed our efforts for the 
next twelve months. A new team photo and a report of the event is posted at www.theolejarz.com. One highlight was hearing the news that  
for the first time in Chi Alpha’s history, we have hit key markers: 700 campus staff, 300 campus chapters, and 25,000 students involved! 
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 Thank you for your prayer and financial gifts – 
both are crucial to our ministry among staff and 
the students they serve. Their potential is our 
mission, and your partnership enables us to serve, 
care for, and minister to them, like Paul to Timothy.

Family Corner: Sarah has a birthday on 
December 2 and Barbara follows on the 23rd. 
Josh will come from UCLA for Christmas. So 
far, grad school is going well for him.

	 All gifts for us can be sent 
	 payable to The Assemblies 
	 of God, and mailed to them at 
	 1445 Boonville Avenue, 
	 Springfield, MO 65802. Be sure 
	 to put our account # 2321016 on 
	 the check. On line giving
	 options are also available at 
	 http://usmissions.ag.org

	 A Few Reminders: 	

	 You can connect with 
	 me on Facebook.

	 You can follow me on 
Twitter @mikeolejarz

the
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Books I am reading that I recommend:

TITLE AUTHOR PUBLISHER

Luke: The Gospel of  Amazement Michael Card InterVarsity Press

UnBroken: A World War 2 Story of  Survival & Redemption Laura Hillenbrand Random House

The Land Between: Finding God in Difficult Transitions Jeff  Manion Zondervan

Kisses from Katie: A Story of  Relentless Love and Redemption in Uganda Katie Davis Howard Books

Great By Choice Jim Collins Harper Collins

Would You Consider an End of the Year Special Gift for the projects below by December 31? Gifts 
should be made payable to Chi Alpha Training (with the Project name in the memo), and mailed to Chi Alpha Training, 154 
Hansen Rd, Suite 201-E, Charlottesville, VA 22911.

PROJECTS DESCRIPTION NEED

Northeast INCITE,  
June 2012, $4000.00

Annual Staff  Training Event for Chi Alpha Staff  in the 
Northeast United States

40 partners at $100/yr; or 8 partners 
at $500/yr; or 4 partners at $1000/yr;

Habitudes Project, 
2012, $5000.00

Leadership Training Piece for Chi Alpha Staff  to use 
with Students

50 partners at $100, or 20 partners at 
$250, or 10 partners at $500

If 90 people send in $100, both project needs can be met. A fuller description of each project can be found on our web site. 
Thanks for dreaming with us to reach more students, train more leaders, and impact more nations.

Dear Mike & Barbara,

Congratulations on 30 years of ministry to collegians and the university community.  I have so many great memories of the years we shared 
together, first in Ohio, and then later on National Chi Alpha Staff.

First, I remember driving to a Chi Alpha event somewhere in Ohio in 1982, when you were first beginning.  We 
were talking about vision for developing leaders and new ministries in Ohio.  You turned to me and said, "Joe, 
the key to making an impact is to persevere and go for the long term.  We need to stay encouraged and keep 
going no matter what!  It is the people who go long term who make an impact."  Mike and Barbara, you have 
persevered.  God has blessed you with much fruit.  In fact, I don't think you can even imagine how much of an 
impact you have had on others.  Only eternity will reveal the great impact you have had on so many.

Secondly, I remember our Great Lakes SALT Conferences in the 1980's. It seemed that one of my highlights 
was watching you and Joel Shuman from Virginia Tech greet each other in the lobby.  If I am not mistaken it 

became a tradition.  You and Joel would run to each other and start with a big man-hug that would eventually turn into a wrestling take-
down and all out match in the lobby.  I remember one year at the Columbus Marriott when we all cleared the way and watched you two 
wrestle among the beautiful surroundings.  Two heavyweight spiritual giants and two heavyweight wrestlers!

Joe and Janice Daltorio live in Hudson, Ohio


