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 Special Insert - November 2011 

This Fall marks the start of our 30th year of service with Chi Alpha.
Each issue of the O Files (for the 30th year) will include a look back and comments from students, colleagues, 
and friends. This insert covers our time in Athens, Ohio (1982-1990), where we directed the Chi Alpha chapter 
after completing graduate school and getting married.. Sarah (1984) and Josh (1987) were born in Athens.

Keith Wasserman, Good Works, Athens, Ohio

In 1982, I was in campus ministry at Ohio University in Athens, Ohio. 
I was 24 years old. Two years before in the summer of 1980 I had 
attended the Chi Alpha Institute of Campus Ministry in Springfield, 

MO, and decided to charter a Chi Alpha group 
in Athens Ohio through my local church, which 
was a United Methodist Church.

In the fall of 1982 I met Mike Olejarz and 
learned that he was also leading a Chi Alpha 
ministry supported by his church, New Life 
Assembly of God. Mike and I began meeting 
together for prayer, mutual encouragement and 
fellowship. We were very different people. I was 
a recovering addict who had come from the 
Jewish community of Cleveland and Mike was a 
baseball player from Detroit who had never used 

drugs. Jesus was redeeming not only our lives but our friendships. 

There are few people I've been friends with for 30 years that I still talk 
to regularly.  God knit our hearts together in 1982 and we not only 
became good friends but also co-laborers on campus.  Our friendship 
and the Holy Spirit led us to combine the two separate Chi Alpha 
fellowships into one campus ministry - which we named University 
Christian Community. With the support of our two local sponsoring 
churches we became the only Chi Alpha chapter in the nation co-
sponsored by an Assembly of God and a United Methodist Church. 
This was only the beginning of our vision for and commitment to the 
unity of the body of Christ!  Mike worked primarily with American 
students and I worked primarily with International students. The 
incredible thing was that we worked so well together.  

I remember the unity God gave us as friends --in part a reward for our 
obedience and yieldedness to Christ-- and how this flowed into our 
other relationships. I remember Mike's integrity and zeal for the Lord 
which remains to this day. I remember some of the innovative things 
we did to reach students, the JOY of working together and the depth of  
our trust and friendship. 

Here we are, thirty years later and God has kept us. While we are in 
different states focused on the different people Jesus loves, Mike and I 
still have a high level of trust based on honor and integrity. We still 
offer support and counsel to one another and we still benefit from the 
amazing grace God gave us almost 30 years ago. God's faithfulness in 
our friendship remains to this day. We SEE God's goodness in the land  
of the living.

David Fisher, Pastor, Relentless Church, 
Akron, Ohio.

Mike Olejarz...I still remember meeting him for 
the first time down by the baseball fields of Ohio 
University. I was the youth and college pastor at 
New Life Assembly in Athens, Ohio. The next 
thing I knew, he was helping at the church for the 
summer and from then on I became an O fan. The 
Big O has touched my life. I watched him go 
from a new convert to a full fledged believer in 
Jesus Christ in just a short time. His sense of 
humor, his outlook on life, his smile, his jokes, 

all keep you heading to your destiny with a smile on your face. I grew 
to love Mike like my brother. Then along came Barbara who lit up his 
life. These two people have changed the face of college ministry in 
America. They have persevered through the rough times never giving 
up on their calling, never thinking about giving up. When I see the 
word, 'diligent,' I only see Mike Olejarz. He means the world to me. 
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Mike and Barbara have been dear 
friends in the ministry. We worked 
together, laughed and prayed 
together (even cried together) and 
shared our lives with hundreds of 
college students. Mike was leading 
Chi Alpha and he and I pledged to  
make a difference in the lives of 
university students at Ohio 

University. I watched Mike share his faith, teach and disciple the next 
generation. His ability to reproduce the life of Christ was amazing.

Today there is great and growing fruit in the lives of young adults and 
adults because of his investment. Mike and Barbara have been patient, 
persevered and walked the walk. They are people of integrity. Mike and 
I led a mission trip that transformed many lives. Mike and Barbara 
are the real deal: lovers of God, people of humility, integrity, honesty 
and a huge heart for the world.

David Olshine was the Lead Pastor of Central Avenue United 
Methodist Church in Athens, Ohio from 1984-1990

Mark & Jeanie Conrad, Lancaster, Ohio

If you think of a community, such as a city or 
town, as a lake or a pool of people, a college 
campus is a river. The town has the stability of 
the lake; over time, people do come and go, 
but it is a slow coming and going; you don't 

notice how much things have changed from 
one day or year to the next. The college 
campus has the instability of the river; the 
flow is constant and in a brief period of time, 
you notice that nothing is the same, but that 
almost everyone has changed. I was one of the 
few people who came as a student to Ohio 
University in Athens and stayed beyond the 
normal time, eventually remaining for more 
than eight years, being discipled by and 
working with Mike Olejarz. 

Looking back on those years after all this 
time, I find that it is a blur: people and events 
all coming to mind but with little discernible 
pattern to what year any given person or event 
belonged. I forget which students knew which 
other students, as every year, one group would 
leave and a new group would come. In all of 
this ebb and flow of people and events, one 

person stands out as the island of stability: 
Mike Olejarz. No matter what else I 
remember, Mike was always there, urging us 
all on to a deeper commitment to Christ and to 
the life that He wants us to live. 

Mike was always asking, "What can we do to 
show people that Jesus loves them?" Some 
things worked well; others would fail. Mike 
showed us that we should not fear failing; we 
should fear not trying. Jesus has called us to 
live out His gospel; if we were willing to be 
workers in the harvest, Jesus would take care 
of the harvest itself. Perhaps more than any 
other image, the one image I have of Mike 
during those early years of campus ministry is 
how he would boldly go up to anyone and find 
a way to share the gospel with them without 
preaching to them, without judging them. 
Which is how, one person at a time, Mike 
worked the field of hearts that God has set 
before us.

My husband Bob and I got to know Mike and 
Barbara between 1984-88, when we were both 
students in the Chi Alpha chapter at Ohio U.  
His first wedding was the one he officiated for 
us!

Their marriage partnership was a loving 
example to all of us, in their commitment to 
one another and in their dedication in 
fulfilling the Lord's calling on their lives.  He 
offered life on life discipleship to help students 
realize their own giftings from the Lord so 
that they could go out and lead others 
themselves. I recall 2 Timothy 2:2 being a 
focus verse for our ministry. We were 
equipped and coached to actually do the stuff 
Mike and Keith Wasserman did.

Though I started following Jesus as a child, 
college was one of the most spiritually fruitful 
times of my life, wherein I became filled with 
the Spirit, and came to really understand 
prayer, the beauty of worship, and the 
importance of daily time with the Lord. 

I was also privileged to go on a missions trip 
with Mike and a group of students to Haiti. It 
is often said that you really don't get to know 
someone until you travel with them. Well, I 
can say that having traveled with Mike under 
far less than luxurious conditions (actually 
pretty hard conditions), I was so impressed 
with his easy going, non-whining, God-
honoring demeanor and integrity throughout. 
I believe he is the real-deal, steady in faith, 
what you see is what you get.

Mike and Barbara have touched so many lives 
in America, and in countries around the 
world. I am so thankful that Mike and 
Barbara were there to minister to me, and 
thankful that they have been faithful to follow 
the Lord in campus ministry all these years 
since.

Bob & Maida Chaney, Dayton, Ohio


